Catholics for Action

We are Catholics, gathered here today in conjunction with others across the county to lift our voices in prayer. We are the Church, and are here today because we love the Church, and desire to fulfill our baptismal promises.

We are the multitude. 

We are those who fill the pews. We are people who believe in Jesus’ teaching for our lives, our families and our communities. 
We believe the Church should stand with survivors of abuse, and are demanding more action and transparency on their behalf.
In hope and love, we pray that it may be so.

//
As we struggle with the immensity of the scandal of sexual abuse, we pray…
For those who have suffered abuse: May they be uplifted by our support, concern, and advocacy on their behalf, and experience healing and protection, let us pray to the Lord.

For the Spirit of Truth to empower us to voice our outrage, express our alarm, and turn our energies toward a better future, let us pray to the Lord.

For the grace and honesty to convey our anger to Church leaders, and to recognize and demand that God’s quest for justice also be carried out within the Church, let us pray to the Lord.

For wisdom, compassion and open hearts as Church leaders grapple with next steps, let us pray to the Lord.
For those who have abused people and power. For those in authority who did not protect those under their watch: May they be healed and repent, 
let us pray to the Lord.

For the reform of ecclesial systems and structures that perpetuate the corrupt use of power or authority, so that the Church can more faithfully reveal God-among-us, let us pray to the Lord.

In the name of Jesus, our Lord and Savior, amen.
�Or do you want “repent and be healed”? This sounds more natural to me, but there may be good reasons for going the other way….





