Prayer Service of Support for 
the 2013 LCWR Assembly 
which will take place on August 13-17 in Orlando, Florida
in solidarity with LCWR and Catholic Sisters
and with Our Brother, Archbishop Carlo Maria Viganò
and the Apostolic Nunciature
Presider: Judith Sholes
Gathering Song:  “We Are Called” by David Haas

1. Come! Live in the light!



Refrain:  We are called to act with justice,
Shine with the joy and the love of the Lord!

We are called to love tenderly.
We are called to be light for the kingdom,

We are called to serve one another,
To live in the freedom of the city of God!

To walk humbly with God.

2.   Come! Open your hearts!

Show your mercy to all those in fear!

We are called to be hope for the hopeless,

So hatred and blindness will be no more!

3.  Sing! Sing a new song!

Sing of that great day when all will be one!

God will reign, and we’ll walk with each other

As sisters and brothers united in love!

Opening Prayer:   
Loving God,

Come! Open our hearts! We are here today to pray for the Leadership Conference of Women Religious as they gather in Orlando. As people of faith, what can we do except invite each other to pray from our hearts? We trust that we will hear and witness your presence in our shared prayer.

You sent your son, Jesus, to teach us and to model the way we should live.  Throughout his ministry, Jesus exemplified kindness, humility, compassion and patience.  He showed a special love for the poor and disenfranchised.  He washed the feet of his disciples, demonstrating servant leadership.  
We pray today for all religious sisters and particularly the LCWR…women who strive to live these gospel values in everything they do.  We ask you to shine your light on them as they respond to the challenges they have encountered while they continue to build your kingdom here on earth.  Guide them in their discernment so that they may continue to model how to seek your will in a humble and open way, and how to lead with integrity, compassion, and joyful hope. 
We pray also for Archbishop Sartain and Bishops Blair and Paprocki, who were appointed as the delegates to LCWR from the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. Guide them in their discernment so that their work with LCWR may also model openness, humility, integrity, compassion, and joyful hope.

We pray for Archbishop Viganò and for the staff of the Apostolic Nunciature, whose quiet work does so much to “open our hearts” to the faith, hope and love that we share as your people.

We pray that the outcome of the prayerful discernment and dialogue of LCWR and the bishops will help to heal our fractured and wounded Church in the United States. 
And we pray in gratitude for your presence in and among all of us, continually deepening our understanding of what it is to be the People of God.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.   Amen.

First Reading:
A reading from Deuteronomy, from the scriptures for the opening day of the LCWR Assembly (Deut. 31:6-8)
Then Moses summoned Joshua and in the presence of all Israel
said to him, “Be brave and steadfast,
for you must bring this people into the land
which the Lord swore to their fathers he would give them;
you must put them in possession of their heritage.
It is the Lord who marches before you;
he will be with you and will never fail you or forsake you.
So do not fear or be dismayed.”

The Word of the Lord.





R. Thanks be to God.
Psalm 27:
[We’ll sing the refrain. The verses will be read.]
R. The Lord is my light and my salvation. Of whom should I be afraid? Of whom should I be afraid? 

1.  The Lord is my light and my salvation;

Whom shall I fear?

The Lord is the stronghold of my life;

Of whom shall I be afraid?  Refrain
2.  One thing I asked of the Lord,

That will I seek after;

To live in the house of the Lord

All the days of my life,

To behold the beauty of the Lord

And to inquire in his temple.  Refrain
3.  I believe that I shall see
The goodness of the Lord

In the land of the living.

Wait for the Lord,

Be strong, and let your heart take courage;

Wait for the Lord!  Refrain
Second Reading:
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles (Acts 4: 31-34)
As they prayed, the place where they were gathered shook, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word of God with boldness. The community of believers was of one heart and mind, and no one claimed that any of their possessions was their own, but they had everything in common. With great power the apostles bore witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great favor was accorded them all. There was no needy person among them, for those who owned property or houses would sell them, bring the proceeds of the sale and put them at the feet of the apostles, and they were distributed to each according to need.
The Word of the Lord.





R. Thanks be to God.

Reflections:  
Solidarity with Sisters  (attached at end of this document)

The Apostolic Nuncio, Archbishop Carlo Maria Vigano

Quiet time for individual reflection
Let’s take 5 minutes in silence to become aware of God’s presence to us through these readings and words. 

….

Spirit of God, we thank you for your presence in us and among us. Please keep helping all of us to become more fully the People of God. 
Prayers of the Faithful - of Openness and Hope:  [Ask various people to read.] 
On Pentecost Sunday, Pope Francis asked:  “Are we open to 'God’s surprises'? Or are we closed and fearful before the newness of the Holy Spirit? Do we have the courage to strike out along the new paths which God’s newness sets before us?... The Holy Spirit himself is harmony. Only the Spirit can awaken diversity, plurality and multiplicity, while at the same time building unity.... let us ask ourselves: Am I open to the harmony of the Holy Spirit, overcoming every form of exclusivity? Do I let myself be guided by the Holy Spirit, living in the Church and with the Church?”  

On June 26, Pope Francis urged us to know that “We are all needed to build this Temple! And no one is secondary…. No! We are all equal in the eyes of God. All! All!”

That the Holy Spirit will shower an abundance of grace on LCWR and Assembly participants and guide them in discerning God’s will… for this, we pray.


R. Spirit of God, lead us onward!

That we may live our commitment to unity, diversity, equality and harmony among the People of God… and that we may be open to God’s surprises, with the courage to strike out on paths that God’s newness sets before us… for this, we pray.

R. Spirit of God, lead us onward!

That there be an environment where we openly and honestly search for truth together, and where we talk about issues that are very complicated in ways that invite grace… for this, we pray. 

R.  Spirit of God, lead us onward!
That we will be ambassadors for Christ, initiating reconciliation… for this, we pray. 

R.  Spirit of God, lead us onward!
That we will trust divergent opinions as powerful pathways to greater clarity… for this, we pray.

R.  Spirit of God, lead us onward!
That we will refuse to shame, blame, threaten or demonize… for this, we pray.

R.  Spirit of God, lead us onward!
That the church will create new systems and structures so that those who are on the margins will feel at home in the church… for this, we pray.

R.  Spirit of God, lead us onward!
That we will spend time actively and attentively listening in silence, and then turn to each other in community, so that we stay open and obedient to the fullness of God’s call and grace in each particular moment in history… for this, we pray.  

R.  Spirit of God, lead us onward!
That we will continue to go out into our world to become the miracle for which we hope… for this, we pray. 

R.  Spirit of God, lead us onward!
Our Father 
Kiss of Peace
Closing Prayer 

Spirit of God, we thank you for your presence in and among us, especially in Catholic sisters and the Leadership Conference of Women Religious as they gather in Orlando later this month.

In this time of pain and promise, we call on God’s Spirit to bless and nurture the leaders of LCWR and of women’s congregations and all women religious.

We call on God’s Spirit to bless and nurture Pope Francis and the bishops, particularly the bishops who are in dialogue with LCWR. 
We call on the Spirit of God to reveal the way forward that is faithful to God’s dream for the entire People of God. 
May all who are called to engage in prayer and conversation come to the table with hearts that are open, transparent, and faith-filled.

At the Assembly in Orlando, may LCWR’s reflection be marked by a deep listening to the voice of the Holy Spirit at work in our world.

May the holy ones who have gone before us inspire us by their courage and wisdom and affirm that we are not alone.

For all of us and especially the sisters of LCWR, may we continue to faithfully live the questions of our time and witness to the people of God that we are women and men at home with the mystery and filled with fierce hope for our shared future.

Amen.
Closing Song:   “This Little Light of Mine” 
1. This little light of mine
I'm going to let it shine,
Oh, this little light of mine
I'm going to let it shine,
This little light of mine
I'm going to let it shine,
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

2. Ev'ry where I go
I'm going to let it shine,
Oh, ev'ry where I go
I'm going to let it shine,
Ev'ry where I go
I'm going to let it shine,
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.
3. Even in the dark
I'm going to let it shine,
Oh, even in the dark
I'm going to let it shine,
Even in the dark
I'm going to let it shine,
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

4. Bright with love and bold with hope
I'm going to let it shine,
Bright with love and bold with hope
I'm going to let it shine,
Bright with love and bold with hope
I'm going to let it shine,
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.







(Repeat first verse)
Many thanks for inspiration & materials from Concerned Catholics of Montana (http://concernedcatholicsmt.org/) and Jubilee Faithful (http://www.jubileefaithful.org/ ). The prayer service is online for anyone’s use at www.solidaritywithsisters.org/ ….
Reflection by Betty Thompson of Solidarity with Sisters

[The reflection is provided in two versions – as straight text, and then a second version marked-up by the presenter to make it easier for her to read effectively.  Here is the straight text:]

Both of the readings today are about huge shifts. Like the movement of tectonic plates, these shifts shake the foundations on which people have stood. They require people to stand on new ground. The shifts push people to live out a new identity that is God’s gift to them, God’s challenge to them, and God’s hope for them. 

In the first reading, Moses, the great leader, the great prophet, passes leadership of the Israelites to Joshua – a huge shift in itself. Joshua, in a further shift, will lead the people into longed-for but unfamiliar territory, the land of God’s promise. 

In the second reading, the disciples are in prayer when “the room where they were gathered shook.” They are “filled with the Holy Spirit.”  Their shift is not in miles but in Spirit. They find that they can  “speak the word of God with boldness.” They are transformed into a community “of one heart and one mind.” 

In this past year, we too have experienced huge shifts. 

Like the Israelites – like the disciples – our experience of shifts has challenged us to live out a new identity. 

A year ago, after the CDF mandate, I felt myself shift from anger to confusion as I watched LCWR. Why didn’t they speak out to defend themselves? Why didn’t they lead frustrated Catholics in protest? Instead, LCWR led its sisters to prayer. This seemed radical!  Almost un-American! They quietly turned to each other to discern the path God wants them to take, while they continued their ministries to people in need. 

I felt myself shift in discomfort as meetings began between LCWR and the bishop-delegates. We saw LCWR turn to the three appointed bishops with desire for genuine dialogue, even as they knew (in the words of Sister Laurie Brink in 2007) that “real dialogue doesn’t have winners or losers; it’s a way that we both get stretched.” 

I slowly shifted again as I realized that the bishops, too, were not sending messages from public pulpits but were themselves quietly turning to LCWR. 

A huge shift for me was when I read Sister Pat Farrell’s address to last year’s LCWR Assembly, in August 2012.  She spoke explicitly about “navigating the shifts.” The part that challenged me most, was also the part that was most helpful for me in understanding LCWR’s response to the mandate. 

I want to read you the whole section in Sister Pat’s words: 

… [M]assive paradigm shift… invites the inner strength of a non-violent response. Jesus is our model in this. His radical inclusivity incited serious consequences. He was violently rejected as a threat to the established order. Yet he defined no one as enemy, and loved those who persecuted him. Even in the apparent defeat of crucifixion, Jesus was no victim. He stood before Pilate declaring his power to lay down his life, not to have it taken from him.

What, then, does non-violence look like   for us? It is certainly not the passivity of the victim. It entails resisting   rather than colluding with abusive power. It does mean, however, accepting suffering rather than passing it on.  It refuses to shame, blame, threaten or demonize. In fact, non-violence requires that we befriend our own darkness and brokenness rather than projecting it onto another.  This, in turn, connects us with our fundamental oneness with each other, even in conflict.  ….

Non-violence is creative. It refuses to accept ultimatums and dead-end definitions without imaginative attempts to reframe them. When needed, I trust we will name and resist harmful behavior, without retaliation.  …We can absorb a certain degree of negativity without drama or fanfare, choosing not to escalate or lash out in return.  My hope is that at least some measure of violence can stop with us.
Here I offer the image of a lightning rod. Lightning, the electrical charge generated by the clash of cold and warm air, is potentially destructive to whatever it strikes. A lightning rod draws the charge to itself, channels and grounds it, providing protection. A lightning rod doesn’t hold onto the destructive energy but allows it to flow into the earth to be transformed.  ….

Returning to my own words:

This transformation is the paschal mystery. 

The readiness to take part in this transformation is what defines us as Christians.

As I continue to follow LCWR’s example, God is transforming my shifts. The negative energy with which I began, last April, is blossoming into something new – a gift and a challenge, a renewed baptismal identity. 

Beyond the example of LCWR, our church has given us an enormous shift this year. Pope Francis is pushing us all, every one, to shift! He’s not uprooting the old – in fact, he’s doing just what Sister Pat Farrell did in what I read before. Pope Francis is urging everyone to return to our beginnings, to Jesus, and to solidarity with people who are poor and on the margins. 

On June 5th, Pope Francis spoke of the Sadducees who present to Jesus the difficult case of a woman who is the widow of seven men. “The Sadducees were talking about this woman as if she were a laboratory, all aseptic - hers was an [abstract] moral [problem]…. I do not like it when people speak about tough situations in an academic and not a human manner, sometimes with statistics ... and that’s it…. They must come into my heart, they must be a [cause of] restlessness for me: my brother is suffering, my sister suffers. Here [is] the mystery of the communion of saints: … that our flesh pray. Not with ideas. Praying with the heart.”
Pope Francis has shifted my heart. LCWR has shifted my heart. 

May all the People of God shift.

May we absorb negative energies and transform them into peace and hope, especially for those on the margins.

And may I remember to be grateful that in the challenges of the shifts – that’s where I find the gifts. That’s where I find the new identity to which God is calling me.

Reflection by Betty Thompson of Solidarity with Sisters – 

marked up by the presenter to help her speak the words effectively

[Read at a pace that’s slow enough, and irregular enough, and expressive enough, to enable focus on the words, particularly the long quotes. Bold font suggests words to emphasize.]

Both of the readings today are about huge shifts. Like the movement of tectonic plates, these shifts shake the foundations on which people have stood. They require people to stand on new ground. The shifts push people to live out a new identity – an identity that is God’s gift to them, God’s challenge to them, and God’s hope for them. 

In the first reading, Moses, the great leader, the great prophet, passes leadership of the Israelites to Joshua – a huge shift in itself. Joshua, in a further shift, will lead the people into longed-for but unfamiliar territory, the land of God’s promise. 

In the second reading, the disciples are in prayer when “the room where they were gathered shook.” They are “filled with the Holy Spirit.”  Their shift is not in miles but in Spirit. They find that now they can  “speak the word of God with boldness.” They are transformed into a community -- “of one heart and one mind.” 

In this past year, we too have experienced huge shifts. 

Like the Israelites – like the disciples – our experience of shifts has challenged us to live out a new identity. 

A year ago, after the CDF mandate, I felt myself shift from anger to confusion as I watched LCWR. Why didn’t they speak out to defend themselves? Why didn’t they lead frustrated Catholics in protest? Instead, LCWR led its sisters to prayer. This seemed radical!  Not what we usually do in the United States! They quietly turned to each other to discern the path God wants them to take, while they continued their ministries to people in need. 

I felt myself shift in discomfort as meetings began between LCWR and the bishop-delegates. We saw LCWR turn to the three appointed bishops with desire for genuine dialogue, even as they knew (in the words of Sister Laurie Brink in 2007) that “real dialogue doesn’t have winners or losers; it’s a way that we both get stretched.” 

I slowly shifted again as I realized that the bishops, too, were not sending messages from public pulpits but were themselves quietly turning to LCWR. 

A huge shift for me was when I read Sister Pat Farrell’s address to last year’s LCWR Assembly, in August 2012.  She spoke clearly about “navigating the shifts.” She named six ways to “navigate the shifts” – and we immediately organized our website to offer resources in each area. The part that challenged me most, was also the part that was most helpful for me in understanding LCWR’s response to the mandate. 

I want to read you the whole section in Sister Pat’s words: 
… [M]assive paradigm shift… invites the inner strength of a non-violent response. 
Jesus is our model in this. His radical inclusivity incited serious consequences. He was violently rejected as a threat to the established order. 

Yet he defined NO ONE as enemy – -- he loved those who persecuted him. 

Even in the apparent defeat of crucifixion, Jesus was no victim. He stood before Pilate declaring his power to lay down his life, not to have it taken from him.


What, then, does non-violence look like for us? 

It is certainly not the passivity of the victim. It entails resisting   -- rather than colluding with --     abusive power. It does mean, however, ACCEPTING SUFFERING RATHER THAN PASSING IT ON 

-- accepting suffering rather than passing it on.   [repeated  for emphasis]
It refuses to shame --  blame --  threaten -- or demonize. 
In fact, non-violence requires that we befriend our own darkness and brokenness rather than projecting it onto another. 

This, in turn, connects us with our fundamental ONENESS WITH EACH OTHER,   

our oneness with each other EVEN IN CONFLICT.    [very brief pause]
Non-violence is creative. It refuses to accept ultimatums and dead-end definitions without imaginative attempts to reframe them. When needed, I trust we will name and resist harmful behavior, without retaliation. 

WE CAN ABSORB A CERTAIN DEGREE OF NEGATIVITY, WITHOUT DRAMA OR FANFARE,

choosing not to escalate or lash out in return.  
My hope is that at least some measure of violence can STOP with US.

Here I offer the image of a lightning rod. Lightning, the electrical charge generated by the clash of cold and warm air, is potentially destructive to whatever it strikes. A lightning rod draws the charge to itself -- channels it – and grounds it, providing protection. A lightning rod doesn’t hold onto the destructive energy 
but allows it to flow into the earth      to be transformed.    [brief pause]
Returning to my own words:

THIS TRANSFORMATION IS THE PASCHAL MYSTERY. 

The readiness to take part in this transformation is what defines us as Christians.

As I have followed LCWR’s example during this past year, God is transforming my shifts. The negative energy with which I began, last April, is blossoming into something new – a gift and a challenge, a renewed baptismal identity.   [very brief pause]
Beyond the example of LCWR, our church has given us an enormous shift this year. Pope Francis is pushing us all, every one of us, to shift! He’s not uprooting the old – in fact, he’s doing just what Sister Pat Farrell did in what I read before. Pope Francis is urging everyone to return to our beginnings, to Jesus, and to solidarity with people who are poor and on the margins. 

On June 5th, Pope Francis spoke of the Sadducees who present to Jesus the difficult case of a woman who is the widow of seven men. “The Sadducees were talking about this woman as if she were a laboratory, all aseptic - hers was an [abstract] moral [problem]…. I do not like it when people speak about tough situations in an academic and not a human manner -- sometimes with statistics and that’s it…. They must come into my heart, they must be a [cause of] restlessness for me: my brother is suffering, my sister suffers. Here [is] the mystery of the communion of saints: … that our flesh pray. Not with ideas. Praying with the heart.”
Pope Francis has shifted my heart. LCWR has shifted my heart. 

May all the People of God shift.

May we absorb negative energies and transform them    into peace and hope, especially for those on the margins.

And may I remember to be grateful that in the challenges of the shifts – that’s where I find the gifts. That’s where I find the new identity to which God is calling me.
[Brief pause; then introduce Archbishop Viganò. Mention my gratitude for his personal openness and graciousness, and my appreciation for him and his staff and what they do. Mention my guess that the work of the Nunciature may often involve the complex and important work that Sister Pat spoke of in saying, “Non-violence is creative. It refuses to accept ultimatums and dead-end definitions without imaginative attempts to reframe them.”]
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